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important! 
it’s that  



 
review the company’s entire system from receipt to contract through final delivery; 
review project requirements and project records; 

interview personnel — from the shop to the president; 

and observe practices and equipment to confirm — with confidence — that 
proper quality standards and procedures are in place. 

what is AISC quality certification? 
The AISC Certification program was developed to improve the overall quality 
of the structural steel fabrication and erection industries.  This Certification 
requires a rigorous examination to evaluate a company’s quality management 
system rather than just a specific product, and is based on a third party audit 
conducted by quality professionals experienced in fabrication and/or erection.  
Certification focuses on processes and procedures, since it’s easier to man-
age quality into a project and impossible to inspect for it after the fact.  Engi-
neers who include the requirement for AISC Certification in their project speci-
fications can rest assured that a Certified fabricator or erector bidding on their 
project has proven they have the personnel, organization, experience, proce-
dures, knowledge, equipment, capability and commitment to produce quality 
work.  To provide you with peace of mind, auditors conduct on-site visits to: 
 

 
 

AISC Certification sets the standard for the steel industry and helps the job 
get done right the first time.  So why do some contractors pressure the engi-
neer and owner to waive the requirement? 
 
“We’ll just hire an inspector later for a couple of thousand dollars.” 
Fact: Finding—and fixing— mistakes after they’re made is expensive and 
time consuming.  It’s important to remember that special inspection costs 
are covered directly by the owner.  Often the increased costs of using non-
certified fabricators are overlooked and result in inaccurate bid comparisons. 
 
“Certified companies are more expensive.” 
Fact: Regardless of whether bids are high or low, Certification shouldn’t 
have any influence on the price.  The average sized Certified company 
spends about 1/2% of their annual gross revenue on Certification, which is 
just too small to influence bid prices on a project by project basis.    
 
“There are no certified fabricators or erectors in the area” 
Fact: Today, most companies work in a multi-state region.  So just because 
there are no Certified companies in the same city as the project, there are 
usually plenty among the more than 700 AISC Certified fabricators and erec-
tors who perform work in that city. 
 
“They aren’t certified, but they’ve been in business for a long time” 
Fact: There are some good companies who are not Certified, but it is very 
difficult for an individual engineer to assess and evaluate a specific com-
pany.  The AISC Certification program audits against real codes and con-
tracts and requires the fabricator or erector to demonstrate that they can 
follow current code and contract requirements.  AISC Certification ensures 
that even a good firm doing quality work for over 60 years is up-to-date—a 
positive for the fabricator and erector and especially the customer. 

specify certification — don’t waive it! 

Specifying AISC Certification 

is the best way to ensure the 

quality of your project. 



Inspection and certification are different.  Certification looks at processes and 
procedures, while inspection looks at product.  Inspection requirements are 
based on the engineer’s project-specific quality needs—maybe the geometry 
is unique or the connections are difficult to make.  Some engineers specify 
both when working with an unfamiliar fabricator or when their project is par-
ticularly complex, such as a high-rise or a stadium. 
 
As designers, we want to make sure that our plans and details are realized in 
the field without deviation from the contract documents. So, you’ve done your 
part in designing an efficient structure, and have approved the appropriate 
shop drawings. It takes a giant leap of faith to assume that everything will go 
according to plan. No designer has the time or resources to visit each fabrica-
tion shop bidding on a project and inspect their procedures and qualifications.  
AISC has developed and implemented its Certification program to perform this 
pre-approval process—so you as the designer don’t have to. 
 
Just as experienced builders measure twice and cut once, experienced engi-
neers specify quality going into a project rather than inspecting for it after-
wards.  Remember, you can only build quality in, you can’t inspect it in. 

certification vs. inspection 

special testing and inspection 

Adoption and enforcement of model building code provisions for 
structural tests and special inspections is increasing throughout the 
United States.  A quality management system implemented for AISC 
Certification can reduce the scope or eliminate the need for structural 
tests and special inspections for many building projects. 
 
Can an AISC Certified fabricator or erector’s process control, pro-
vided by their quality management system, assure the level of quality 
that special inspection can? Yes, when the quality management sys-
tem includes written procedures for developing inspection plans, con-
ducting inspection activities, and training inspection personnel as the 
AISC Certification programs require.  
 
Special inspectors cannot be everywhere at once, and adding inspec-
tion hold points to production increases cost and schedule time. Proc-
ess control often provides better assurance of quality than special 
inspection where important aspects are not visible when the work is 
completed.  Consider as examples welding where joint preparation 
and fit-up are important or coating application where surface prepara-
tion can be critical to the quality of the finished product. 
 

 
 
 
 

“Specifying AISC Certification 
saves me time and provides 
me with peace of mind that I’m 
getting a qualified fabricator 
without the need to visit the 
shop of everyone bidding my 
job.” 

— Greg Lakota, Principal 

Halvorson & Partners 
Structural Engineers, Chicago 



examples of key qualifications 
Auditors verify that a quality system is in place, implemented, and effective. 

certified FABRICATORS certified ERECTORS 

All welders are qualified per American Welding Society 

(AWS) D1.1.  Written welding procedures, compliant with 
AWS specifications, are available and used by welders. 

 

Written bolt tightening procedures, compliant with Re-

search Council of Structural Connections (RCSC) specifi-
cations, are in place and used. 

 

An effective procedure for contract and project specifica-
tion review that provides necessary information to all re-

sponsible individuals in the organization to assure contract 

compliance, including a system for requests for information 
necessary to resolve discrepancies or variations from con-

tract requirements. 

 

A procedure for inspection and the qualification of inspec-
tion personnel to verify that product quality meets project 

requirements. 

 
Material is ordered in accordance with design drawings 

and specifications, and an inspection procedure is in place 

to ensure material received meets the purchase order and 

ASTM requirements. 
 

Written procedures for correction of non-conforming work 

are understood and used. 

The firm’s written safety plan, compliant with governmental 

regulations, is understood. and implemented by supervi-
sion and the erection crew 

 

All welders are qualified per American Welding Society 

(AWS) D1.1.  Written welding procedures, compliant with 
AWS specifications, are available and used by welders. 

 

Written bolt tightening procedures, compliant with Re-
search Council of Structural Connections (RCSC) specifi-

cations, are in place and used. 

 
A written procedure for fall protection is periodically moni-

tored and recorded by a person trained in fall protection 

and authorized to require needed corrections. 

 
Crane operators are CCO certified or equivalently trained 

and/or experienced. 

 
Project specific erection plans with hoisting and erection 

requirements are communicated and implemented in the 

field. 

 
There is evidence of safety orientation for newly hired 

workers. 

 
 

 

Ask  a non-certified bidder to get a third-party, quality 
audit professional to verify their qualifications.  Doing 
so will protect your project! 

just ask us 
If you want to know more about AISC Certification and 
the peace of mind it provides, please call or email us. 

866.ASK.AISC 
certinfo@aisc.org 
www.aisc.org 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


